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public opinion was mounting in favour of the Whig policy of
parliamentary reform, Wellington's resistance to it had already
cost him the support of the younger and abler members of the
Tory Party, such as Lord Melbourne and Lord Palmerston.
And now the July Revolution in France egged the British people
on to keep their boasted place in the van of democratic progress.
In 1830 a general election placed the Whigs in power after
half a century " in the wilderness." Lord Palmerston joined
the new Ministry as Foreign Secretary; and for the next
thirty-five years his spirit dominated British foreign policy.
His was an active, energetic, optimistic temperament, brimful
of confidence in the excellence of British institutions. He was
ready to sympathise with the efforts of foreign " liberals " to
achieve something similar for themselves ; and upon occasion
he turned this sympathy into active support.
Thus Talleyrand had a cordial reception when he came over—
forty years after his first sojourn in Britain as ambassador—to
carry through the policy he had suggested. No formal agree-
ment was signed, but the two Governments arrived at a general
understanding that their interests in Europe were similar, and
that they would act together whenever possible.
§ 102. the kingdom of greece.—The first matter in which
this entente cordiale played a useful part was the settlement of
Greece. To understand the situation, we must go back to the
time when Czar Nicholas broke up what was left of the Holy
Alliance by supporting the Greeks in their long-drawn-out
struggle for independence against the Sultan (1826) (§ 97).
This had forced the hands of the French and British Govern-
ments, which had hitherto kept aloof; for they could not allow
Russia to intervene single-handed lest the Czar should become
dictator of the Levant. So they made an agreement with him
that the Sultan should be compelled to give Greece an inde-
pendent Government under Turkish suzerainty (Treaty of
London, 1827). The cessation of bloodshed in the Morea
was enforced by a combined naval squadron under Admiral

